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Jokes and Pranks: The Compulsive Liar Healed, the Congregation Made
to Behave Awkwardly, and the Character “Such a One” Reduced to a Dog.

Baghdadi Jewish Variants, Heretofore Unsignalled, Respectively Amenable

to the International Tale Types 1543 C* (Oicotypised); Vaguely 1828*
(an Oicotypised Predigtschwank), and 1138 (Quite Loosely, Unadapted)


Ephraim Nissan*
Abstract.  Three previously unsignalled jokes or pranks are discussed. The tales, heard in the Baghdadi Jewish vernacular, are to varying degrees amenable to international tale types about humorous pranks: the compulsive liar healed (Type 1543 C*), here having been made to stir diluted yoghurt with dung (he complains about the smell, without ingesting); a prank causing a congregation to behave awkwardly (thus, one of the Predigtschwänke, cf. Types 1828* and 1826), which in this case, is their cawing like a raven in order to correct a misreading from Leviticus; and a character (in this version — told in Tel-Aviv in the dialect, but perhaps not from Iraq — reduced to a dog, triggering a crisis, but not a prankster) called “Such a One” (which only for that motif, is loosely amenable to Type 1138). The main aim of the paper being the presentation of new data and taxonomical contextualisation; there also is some theoretical discussion. In the end, we refer for comparison to IFA 1430 (a tale from Egypt about a prankster who claims for himself several false names, cf. Tale Type 1138), IFA 3163 (a Hasidic tale of Type 1543 C* about a scoffer who, detected, is made to swallow a disgusting medication), and IFA 17029 (Galician women repeat unthinkingly something that the woman leading them in prayer said).
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